
            

 The Trans-Pacific Partnership 
Agreement and Public Health

Our government is negotiating an international agreement that could have a huge effect 
on  the  lives  of  New  Zealanders.  It's  called  the  Trans-Pacific  Partnership  Agreement 
(TPPA),  and  it  involves  eleven  Asian  and  Pacific-rim  countries,  including  the  United 
States.  If  it  goes ahead,  it  will  have enormous implications for  public  health  — the 
operation of PHARMAC, access to medicines in New Zealand and abroad, and the future 
of ACC are all likely be affected.  

Strong  and  informed  public-  and  health-sector  activism  is  necessary  to  counter 
increasing pressure on negotiators to reach an agreement contrary to the interests of 
public health. 

Wednesday 26th September

5.30-6.30pm

Lecture Theatre 3 
Government 
Buildings 
15 Lambton Quay
Victoria University

Dr Deborah Gleeson will give a presentation on Public health, the cost of medicines,  and the 
Trans-Pacific Partnership Negotiations, focussing particularly on PHARMAC, medicine costs, and 
changes to the pharmaceutical patenting regime. 

There will also be a short commentary by Professor Susy Frankel (Faculty of Law, Victoria 
University of Wellington) on the intellectual property implications of the TPPA. Geoff Annals, 
CEO of the New Zealand Nurses Organisation, will introduce the speakers.

Thursday 27th September

12.30-1.30pm

Adam Auditorium 
(Wellinton City Art 
Gallery) 

Civic Square 101 
Wakefield Street, 
Central Wellington

Dr Deborah Gleeson will give a presentation on Public Health, Big Business, and the TPPA, 
focussing on the TPPA's implications for public health decision making — particularly on where 
the balance of power is struck between the interests of the public and those of big 
pharmaceutical companies. 

Simon Terry (Executive Director, Sustainability Council of New Zealand) will also make a short 
address on concerns for the environment around  the TPPA, in particular the proposed Investor 
State Dispute provisions. Warren Lindberg, CEO of the Public Health Association, will introduce 
the speakers.

6.00-7.00pm
19 Tory Street 
Community 
Gallery
Central Wellington
(limited space)

Dr Deborah Gleeson will give a presentation on Public Health, the Asia-Pacific region, and the 
TPPA, focussing on the TPPA's potential effect on developing countries, in particular on access to 
medicines.

Dr Bill Rosenberg, Economist and Director of Policy at the NZCTU, will introduce  Dr Gleeson and 
will give a brief presentation on the implications of the TPPA for workers.

The New Zealand Nurses Organisation, the Public Health Association, SmokeFree Aotearoa, the New Zealand 
Council of Trade Unions, and the Maritime Union of New Zealand invite you to  a series of public lectures by 
Australian academic Dr Deborah Gleeson on:



Dr  Deborah Gleeson is  a  Lecturer  in  the School  of  Public  Health  and  Human Biosciences  at  La  Trobe  
University who teaches subjects with a health systems, health policy and public health focus in the Bachelor  
of Health Sciences. Her research interests include health policy making capacity in government, the impact 
of trade agreements on health and the capacity for engagement between health and trade sectors.

In her capacity of Convenor of the Political Economy of Health Special Interest Group of the Public Health  
Association  of  Australia  (PHAA),  she  has  been  a  key  advocate  for  healthy  trade  agreements  and  has 
published  a  number  of  papers  examining  the  effects/implications  of  FTA's  on  medicines,  alcohol  and 
tobacco  for  Australia,  and  also  for  developing  countries  and  access  to  AIDs  treatment.  These  include 
comment  on  national  pharmaceutical  purchasing  schemes  such  as  PHARMAC,  and  to  public  health 
initiatives such as tobacco and alcohol control. She was an observer at the last TPP round, and has a strong  
Australasian and Pacific region focus.

Dr Gleeson is also active in the People's Health Movement, a global network of health equity advocates,  
and is currently working on a comparative study of health policy capacity in three Australian jurisdictions,  
and a study of the capacity for health sector engagement in trade policy in the Pacific island countries.

Professor  Susy  Frankel teaches  in  the  faculty  of  law  at  Victora  University  of  Wellington.  Her  main 
research and teaching interests are intellectual property law and international trade law. Susy also teaches 
the  law  of  contract.  She  has  published  a  range  of  articles  and  book  chapters  and  given  numerous  
conference presentations on various aspects of copyright, trade marks and patents, and international trade.  
She is Director of the New Zealand Centre of International Economic Law. Before joining Victoria University, 
in 1997, Susy practiced law in New Zealand and London. Susy qualified as Barrister and Solicitor of the High 
Court of New Zealand in 1988 and as a Solicitor of England & Wales in 1991.

Susy  has  been  a  visiting  Professor  at  the  University  of  Western  Ontario  (2012);  Fellow  of  Clare  Hall,  
University of Cambridge and visitor to the Centre for Intellectual Property and Information Law, University 
of Cambridge, Michalmas term 2008; and the visiting Professor, University of Iowa, 2000.

Simon  Terry is  the  Executive  Director  of  the  Sustainability  Council  of  New Zealand.  The  purpose  and 
objectives of The Sustainability Council are to: 

• Assist the realisation of a sustainable New Zealand; 

• Protect and enhance New Zealand's ecosystems, the health of New Zealanders, and the nation's  
ability to derive income from established land uses; 

• Undertake research into issues related to the sustainable development of New Zealand for example, 
genetic modification

• Provide  information  to  assist  well-informed  and  effective  community  participation  in  decision-
making  on  issues  related  to  sustainability.  The  Council  is  independent  of  any  political  party, 
company or other organisation.

Dr  Bill Rosenberg was appointed Economist and Director of Policy at the New Zealand Council of Trade 
Unions in May 2009. He holds a B.Com in Economics, a BSc in Mathematics and a PhD in Mathematical 
Psychology.  Bill  was  previously  Deputy  Director,  University  Centre  for  Teaching  and  Learning  at  the 
University  of  Canterbury,  a  Member  of  the  Institute  of  Directors,  a  Commissioner  on  TEC,  and  was  a  
member of the Regional Land Transport Committee of Environment Canterbury.

Bill is widely published on globalisation, trade and e-learning and has been an active trade unionist for 30 
years including the Tramways Union and Association of University Staff where he was National President for 
several years.
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